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The bulk of mankind have neither leisure nor knowledge sufficient to reason right: why then should they be taught to reason at all ? Will not honest instinct prompt, and wholesome prejudices guide them, much better than half reasoning ?
The power of the Magistrate to punish bad, and the authority of those of superior rank to set good, examples, properly exerted, would probably be of more diffusive advantage to society, than the most learned, theological, philosophical, moral, and casuistical, dissertations. As for instance:
An honest cobbler in his stall thinks and calls himself a good honest Protestant; and, if he lives at the city end of the town, probably goes to his parish-church on Sundays. Would it be honest, would it be wise, to say to this cobbler, " Friend, you only think " yourself a member of the Church of England; but " in reality you are not one, since you are only so " from habit and prejudice, not from examination and " reflection. But study the ablest controversial writers " of the Popish and Reformed Churches; read Bel-" larrnine, Chilling worth, and Stillingfleet; and then " you may justly call yourself, what in truth you are " not now, a Protestant."
Should our mender of shoes follow this advice, which I hope he would not, a useful cobbler would most certainly be lost, in a useless polemic, and a scurvy logician.
It would be just the same thing in morals. Our cobbler received from his parents that best and shortest of all Christian and moral precepts, " Do as " you would be done by:" he adopted it without much examination, and scrupulously practised it in general,